Stronger Together: Accomplishments of 20 Years of
Conservation Partnership in the Kootenays
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Indigenous Acknowledgement

KCP respectfully
acknowledges that we work
and live in the traditional,
ancestral, and unceded
territories of the Ktunaxa,
Secwepemc, Sinixt and Syilx
Okanagan.
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Presentation Qutline

Overview of
Kootenay
Conservation
Program

Accomplishments
being ‘Strong
Together

Role of Local

Governments in
Conservation
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“To have landscapes in the
Kootenay that sustain
biological diversity and
ecological processes, support
economic and social well-
being, and have communities
that demonstrate the
principles of environmental
stewardship for future
generations”




Local Government Issues

» Sustainability

* Clean water

* Climate mitigation

* Climate change
adaptation
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Landscape Connectivity

IUCN

Guidelines for consendang connectivity
through ecological networks and corridors

Developing capacity for a protected planet
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. Sensitive Landscape Area
I:l Valley Bottom

. Movement Corridor

. River
B roads

. Train Tracks




Low Elevation Spaces
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Low Elevation Habitats

Marc-Andre Beacuher Photo



» Fresh water, clean air

» Ecosystem threats

« Valley bottoms

« Wetlands

* Specles at risk

» QOld-growth forests

« Grasslands and dry forests
» Climate change

- Wildlife corridors

» Conservation options




KCP Partnership
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KCP Partners

KCP Partners by Year

The number of KCP

partners grew nearly
250% in the last 20
years, from 36 in 2002
to 85 in 2022,




Local Government Partnership
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KCP Conservation Approach

Develop
conservation: collaborative Connect ecologically

SUpIEEl Promote

stewardship: oriorities: landscapes: significant

properties:



Local Conservation Funds

Develop
conservation: collaborative Connect ecologically

Sljprel Promote

stewardship: oriorities: landscapes: significant

properties:




Local Conservation Funds

lnnal Ennsenratmn anls in Brltlsh Gnlnmhla .' 1
b~ Local government service

A Guide for Local ﬁuvﬂrmmﬂls and {:Ilfllﬂl'.l'lll! Elrgmlﬂhms

v" Dedicated fund for
conservation projects

L v Parcel or property tax

v Support local priorities






How Local Conservation Funds Work

QKCP

Project Proposals
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How Local Conservation Funds Work

Non-Profit
Organizations or

Indigenous Nation
applies for Funding

Proposal reviewed
by Technical Experts

Recommendations
provided to Elected
Officials who decide
on which projects to
fund



Columbia Valley Local Conservation Fund

F O November 15% 2008
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Innovative Leadership

“demonstrate innovation,
leadership and collaboration in

sustainable land use in BC”
Real Estate Foundation of BC



RDCK Local Conservation Fund

T (RDCK)

Electoral Areas A, D &
E (green area)
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Local Conservation Fund Projects




Supporting Farm Stewardship
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Restoring Ecosystems
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Land Acquisition for Conservation
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Local Priorities
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Economjc Benefits
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Economic Benefits

Columbia Valley Local Conservation Fund
$3,478,407 $2,680,612

m CVLCF
Contribution
m Leveraged S

® In Kind Value

$19,871,184



RJKCP

Kootenay Region Research Study

Prepared for Kootenay Conservation Program
www.kootenayconservation.ca

March 1, 2019

Prepared by:

NRG Research Group
Cam Mathewson, Senior Research

Kim Scott, Vice President
Consultant
604.676.5641 604.676.3994

ffnrg, i

Suite 1380-1100 Melville Street
Vancouver, BC V6E 4A6




Market Research (2018)

Support Oppose

(Strongly/ (Strongly/
Somewhat) Somewhat)

Kootenay Lake 26% 42% 10% 8% 679, 3%
Slocan Valley | 28% 39% 1% % 679, 28%
Rural Salmo  ["17% 41% 115% 2% sco, 41

South Country | 28% 30%  [13% NEOANNC% 3o, 36%

Elk Valley | 22% 34%  [14% NENC% scy  38%
Lower Arrow | 15% 40% 118% NG % sa%  40%
Creston/Yahk 22% 29% 120% AR % 509 47%
Arrow Lakes | 18% 27%  [719% NSO % 459, 50%

Strongly support Somewhat support




Area H Referendum — October 15, 2022

A Lodal Consomeatean Furnd
will create a dedicated
fund far high priodty local
consarotien projects,

LISAL CONEEMATIN s
WILDLIFE - HABITAT s WATER

Thisservice is baing
progpased for the Slocan i B SESY
Valley. Flease vote in the
el renedum an

October 15, 20232

PLEASE
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Market Research (2018)

Kootenay Lake

Rural Salmo

South Country
Elk Valley
Lower Arrow

Creston/Yahk

Arrow Lakes

Support Oppose

(Strongly/ (Strongly/
Somewhat) Somewhat)

26% 42% 10%M8%-%  67%  28%
28% 39% %%  (67% 289
17% 41% (15% DNPEANE % ss%  41%
28% 30%  [13% A0ANNc%  5s%  36%
22% 34%  [14% NG %  se6%  38%
15% 40% 118% WANG%  sa%  40%
22% 29%  [120% A% so%  47%
18%  27% [119% SEA%  45%  50%

Strongly support Somewhat support



Alternative Approval Process for Area F
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Process for Municipalities

Joel Pelletié-r- - to

» Options for public
assent process for
municipalities to join LCF
Service:

Referendum:

Alternative Approval
Process; OR,

Municipal council
resolution




Stewardship Solutions

Develop
conservation: collaborative Connect ecologically

SUpIEEl Promote

stewardship: oriorities: landscapes: significant

properties:
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Importance of Voluntary Stewardship




Stewardship Solutions Toolkit

Thls goline toellat features Koobenay-pased resources that offer
ound privete land stewardship,

"soluticns” for isgues that arize aronr

Theese oo armanizalions may affer inlormation, (ools; incentivbs, Seraces, Jearming

spporiunites, andior furding fo-stessrdship aclivitios

Theey Qs omvsueh Jopes A5 wibd §Fe, Speiies AT Sk, IFAAshie pants, Warer quantcy and

lire rirerface maragedneisl, snd lals

quality. larest and grassland etology

reslgration fa-nagmea fow

<<< CLICK THE MAP TO ENTER THE TOOLKIT










Stewardship Solutions Toolkit

Since its launch in 2019, the Toolkit has been accessed by 2,695
people, over 3,876 sessions and 10,043 page views.

46 Stewardship Solutions across 14 Conservation Neighbourhoods




Conservation Action Forums

Develop Secure
conservation: collaborative Connect ecologically

SUpIEEl Promote

stewardship: oriorities: landscapes: significant

properties:




Conservation Action Forums




Conservation Action Forum Priorities

Examples:

« Protect, monitor and mitigate
decreases in hydrologic inflows
into the Columbia River and
Wetlands

* Propose designation of the
“Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor

« Encourage the use and sharing
of Best Management Practices
at the local level

I

.. . Action Plans & Inspired

Bighorn sheep habitat restoration

Perform Fire Maintained Ecosystem
Restoration

Identify and Prioritize Conserving
Multi-Species Wildlife Corridors

Restore and improve ecosystem
function and adaptive capacity to
climate change through the
implementation of climate-resilient
projects



Conservation Action Forums

Conservation Action Forum
Priority Actions Completed/in Progress




LOOTENY

Kootenay Connect %5

Ceapgpgts

Develop Secure
conservation: collaborative Connect ecologically

Slgfsrel Promote

stewardship: oriorities: landscapes: significant

properties:
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Kootenay Connect %

Ceapghgis

Dr. Michael
Proctor Trans-
Border Grizzly
Project

Proctor and Mahr
Kootenay Connect:
Riparian Wildlife
Corridors for
Climate Change

Kootenay Connect: Riparian Wildlite Corridors

for Climate Change
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Kootenay Connect ’.
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Creston Valley Bonanza Corridor

% fﬁl\ ~ 4 Focal Areas = 10,000 sq km ... or 1 million hectares
- $2 million grant over 4 years with 1:1 match

(Clockwise) Photos courtesy of Rachel Darvill, Richard Klafki, Ryan Durand, Marc-Andre Beaucher.
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7 Focal Areas = 16,600 sq km (1.66 million hectares)
Additional $1.95 million over next 3 years

(Clockwise) Photos courtesy of Rachel Darvill, David Quinn, Marc-Andre Beaucher, Brenda Herbison, Ryan Durand
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Kootenay Connect: 34 Partners R

Dol

* Core team of 12 partners leading projects

I

&

BC Prondnical Soudt romeent

Calgary Lo
Cirgue Enwiranmenial

Ciraston Walley Wildlife Managemant Area
Calumbia Wetlards Stewardship Pamners

Eucks Unimites Canada
EcolLogic Environmental Euns.ulun,g

East Kootenay Invasne Species Councll

Fish and Wikdlife Cempensation Pragram

Goldeneye Ecolagloal Senioes

» Integrated Ecolnglcal Research
= Faafer Ecological Consulting
Kootenay Centre for Faresmy Alternathves
Kaootenay Conservation Program
Kertenal Nature irvestigations
= Livimg Lakes Canada
+ WacDonald Hydrofogy Consultants Lid
# homentum Mountain Solitons, Lid,
» Mauntain Station Consuliants
ME Consuiting
*- Mature Conservancy of Canada
* Morthem Leopard Frog Recovery Team

it

*-

Dkarnagan Matlon Alllance

Pandion Eccioghcal Reseanch Inc
Stocan Lake stewardship Socieny
Slocan River Streambeepers Society
The Mature Trust of BC
Trans-Dorder Grizely Bear Project
Uninersity of Lechbridge

Unnersity of Waterloo

Upstream Eeodagical Consulting
Wivkd Comsulting

Wetland Restoration & Tralndng LLC
Wildlife Conservation Society Canada




Kootenay Connect: Accomplishments
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Kootenay Connect %@
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2 -i' & D::l::ma-uu-
, \ @-_T”E*—* . 1. Considering the entire landscape
including valley bottoms and uplands since
all types of wildlife need to be able to

MOVeE,

2. Focusing on ecological connectivity as
key for ensuring the long-term ecosystem
health that will lead to the maintenance or
recovery of important species; and

3. Incorporating climate change resilience
into our project designs by predicting
potential “climate adaptation corridors and
refugia” that will be important for species
to adapt to a changing climate.




Kootenay Connect ﬂ




Securement for Conservation

Develop Secure
conservation: collaborative Connect ecologically

SUpIEEl Promote

stewardship: oriorities: landscapes: significant

properties:




Land Securement

Carol Latter Photo




Land Securement
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Over 83,000 hectares conserved and 58 properties acquired




Land Securement — Wycli
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Land Securement - Creston
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Land Securement

Supporting a collaborative approach to
land securement |




KCP Conservation Approach

Develop
conservation: collaborative Connect ecologically

SUpIEEl Promote

stewardship: oriorities: landscapes: significant

properties:



For more information:

Conservation in the Kootenays

Monthly eNews
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Conservation Looking Forward

Photos: KCP, BC Wildfire Service



Opportunities for Local Government

1) Explore and promote local
conservation fund service

2) Advertise and promote stewardship
solutions toolkit

Integrate Kootenay Connect
ecosystem corridor information into
and use planning




What could this partnership do &
to support local governments

to integrate conservation
principles?
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